An instrument to evaluate clinical instructional skills.
A questionnaire, which consisted of 10 statements dealing with the attributes of effective clinical instruction, was designed for use by medical students. Three groups of trainees who followed consecutive clinical rotations in paediatrics assessed the instructional skills of their tutors using the instrument. Summary reports on students' perceptions were made available to the teachers soon after each rotation. The results showed that although individual instructors exhibited varying degrees of the desired skills, they maintained a consistent pattern through the assessments. When considered on an overall basis, teacher behaviours such as allowing the students to ask questions and giving satisfactory answers, and helping in students' learning problems with relevant feedback, received a higher percentage of positive ratings than emphasizing problem-solving, demonstrating and supervising physical examinations and procedures, and stimulating the students' interest in the subject. It appears that the instrument developed is suitable for obtaining feedback from the students to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the instructional skills of their clinical teachers. Such feedback would become useful when modifying programme presentation and in planning and conducting faculty development activities.